Chapter 17: The Shoot

My shoot was actually a job opportunity in Boothbay, Maine. Matthew from career services contacted me and informed me that I was the perfect candidate to run sound on a short film set in Maine. If I were able to rent the sound equipment necessary in time, I would for sure get the gig! With a little help from my mentor Peter Scheibner, I found a place to rent equipment and within 72 hours of Matthew’s phone call I was on a plane up to Maine!
When I arrived, the director and the production manager greeted me as if I was family. With a warm welcome I knew I had found the right opportunity for me. I talked with the director to understand his vision for the short we would be working on the upcoming week. He said that as a child in France one of his favorite television shows was “Murder She Wrote” starring Angela Lansbury and that Bootbay Harbor, Maine was a great place to recreate some of the original plotlines. This was my first short film I had ever been a part of and I was just ecstatic to be there! 
The next day we met up with the DP and his assistant. We got acquainted and drove around to all the locations that we would film at over the course of a week. I was cautious at some of the locations because we were right next to the ocean and with the wind and ocean waves, sound could potentially be an issue. The director and I talked about the worst-case scenarios and we agreed to use the boom as well as the wireless microphones to have supplemental audio recordings just in case.
Ah, the first day of shooting. Our first location was outside of the downtown library in Boothbay. It was a scene that consisted of two actors talking and walking out of the building. The first day was the most challenging for me because we were shooting wide so I couldn’t use the boom without being in the frame. So just use the wireless microphones right? Well, I had two wireless microphones but was missing one cable that connects the receiver to the recorder. I was nervous because there was honestly no room for error on my part. I informed the director and crew and was shocked at their understanding and patience. We filmed a couple of takes with the one wireless mic while someone ran out to get the chord I needed from the nearby Radio Shack. I was shocked at their understanding because I thought I was in the wrong. The thing I learned is that there are obstacles and hiccups that you will run into when filming and to always be prepared for the unexpected. After that we successfully completed the scene!
The second day of shooting was exciting! One of the actors to play a roll in the film wasn’t responding and we had less than 20 minutes to start filming. The day prior when speaking to the director, I mentioned that I wanted to act in the future. Little did I know my future was just 20 minutes away. Christophe, the director, said “Emory, now’s your chance”. Without hesitation I asked to see the script to start practicing and memorizing my lines. The production manager ran the audio while I acted in my first short. Talk about a dream come true! I played the part of an interrogating police officer asking the tough questions. “Did you kill Sgt. Galiano?!”
The rest of the days breezed by. We all as a team became close and shared life experience. I was the only American in the film crew, we had French, Hispanic, and Japanese creative’s all working together. I received an abundance of knowledge, experience, and overall enjoyment up in Maine. I even got to be an extra in another scene. So overall I got to run audio, act, be an extra, and network with amazing people. An experience I can take with me forever! Moving forward, the thing I would do differently would be to ensure I have the right equipment and to practice, practice, practice any equipment I’m not familiar with. Other than that, I did great and was an awesome team member going above and beyond the call of duty!
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