Week 2 Test

Paula Anderson Turner

Reading Recording Film Connection

Explain how and why Muybridge shot his first film.

Muybridge shot his first film because he wanted to help the Governor of California win a bet, he used a running horse projected on a screen in 1872. He used tripwire and rigged 40 cameras to take still photographs. He used those images and projected them on a projector screen. There was no cameras back in the day so this is how it was done.

2.  How did sound synchronization affect the film industry?

The vitaphone was created to play along with a film in 1926. It was like a record with sound from the movie and it was played along with the movie at the same time. It was the new thing so it was popular. The actors with stage experience were hot because they needed vocalist who could sing. This made room for mob films and musicals.

3. How and why did the golden age of Hollywood end?

The Golden Age of Hollywood ended because in the 1940 and 1950’s the major studio’s had a monopoly on studio movies and distribution. This ended the courts ruled against the monopoly. Then television became popular and people could watch a western at home. The censorship was also raised. You had more movies with explicit language and violence, and even actresses could be sexy like Marilyn Monroe. It ended the actor having contracts with studio’s and working long hours like ending studio slavery.
4.  What is the significance of the French New Wave?

 The French new wave or nouvelle vague was like the french rebellion in film making. They reinvented the style of film making and the directors were the new trailblazers.  They made film more sincere, more personal, the directors used film as a writer would write to express himself with a pen and paper. They used jump cuts and montages. Directors developed a personal style through trade marks and creative freedom. They left some things a mystery and audience had no need to be told that this happened and just get to the action. They used the camera different way and it would bring more space into the room and change the tone a little bit. They were the first to use freeze frame technique for close ups called alternate frame technique. 

5. Define Genre and explain why it is important.

Genre defines how we categorize or separate the type of stories that we tell. The two types of genre are drama and comedy. All other categories are simply subcategories of these 2 main categories.

6.  Compare and Contrast Drama and Comedy

Both comedy and dramas are pretty basic in ideas and are character driven films that deal with politics, religion, and morality based ideas. They may be on the same playing field but not the same in the way that we identify them.

In dramas, you get characters with big personalities and the issues are relateable. The audience gets to feel the emotions of the characters because they are usually dealing with everyday situations emotionally. The audience can identify with the character in a way that they would deal with the struggle.

In contrast, comedies actors are in everyday situation that are just ridiculously funny situations to make the audience laugh. The message is easier to make when it is funny. I think a good example would be the Oscars 2016. Chris Rock made a famous joke that the golden globes and Hollywood are, “Sorority racist”, that is so offensive and true that it was well received because it was funny. It made people get it but in a funny setting. You have more room to confront issues when it is done with comedy.

7. Explain why Romance films always show the protagonist going through pain and rejection initially.

People love to see love and to be loved. There are 3 things that you will see: the sexual tension is palpable, the hate-hate relationship, and they overcome some big deterrent together. In the end it gets better and lovely because love always wins. Love is greater than any other force. It does not matter if the character is depressed, in pain, or trying to find themselves. Love never gets old, it always wins.
