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Reading Recording Film Connection

1.   Explain the problem with only "writing what you know". How will you, as the screenwriter, go about creating stories that exist outside your realm of experience?

It will cause you to become stuck in a box. You can be limited by what you know. I remember falling in love with reading at an early age because, I can go and be anywhere I wanted to while reading a book. We can write from our imagination. We learn storytelling by reading what others have written.

2.  Explain what makes a fantastical story believable.
The characters have to be believable. They have to have human emotion. They laugh, cry, sing, lie, compassionate, loving, and etc. Once they connect to our human side they become believable.

What tools are needed to write "believable" characters?

The writer has to be able to go deep and develop the characters. They can search within themselves and get to know the essence of who they are as a person and began to transcribe that into characters.

4.  How do you move a story idea beyond simple spectacle? 

Characters have more than places, setting, tone, character development, structure, story boarding, blue printing, and etc. The characters have to have depth and motivation. One of the greatest examples for me would be crime shows. They really focus on character development and specialize in motivation. The characters have to have a motive to be or do whatever it is that they do.

5.  What ingredients are necessary to create a compelling story?

Story telling is an art. It has to be practiced. I believe that just like some people are born with the ability to sing so can a storyteller just have a gift of writing. You can learn to sing and storytelling can be practiced. It will take character development and focus and self knowledge to be able to pour into the characters.

6.  Explain the difference between the "inner" and "outer" focus of a story.

The inner structure of the story tells how the story will play out. It is the inner structure of the story and framework. It includes but is not limited to beginning of the scence and ending of a scene, character motivation, environment, mood, rising action, and falling action. 

7. What is the biggest mistake beginning writers make? Why is it a problem?

They write like a novelist. They write with great detail. When making film you dont want a lot of detail because it is not needed. If need be use a bullet point because it limits the creativity of the director. It really bogs down the story as well.

8.  What are the structural elements of a script?

The structure of an act entails the way a script begins, proceeds, and concludes.  There is the rising action, climax, and falling action. It has characters, lines, settings, lights, moods, scences, and etc. If you want a good story you need a good script with all of the character having human emotion, conflict, resolution, depth and characters that people can connect with and capture their attention.

9. Why is it important to predict Hollywood’s upcoming trends?

It helps to create good hollywood cinema. We all go to movies because of the special effects and to see the latest and greatest in technological advances. It is just wise to be on top of technology unless it is for artistic style.

10. Describe what a synopsis should entail.

A synopsis is a summary of poem, film, technology, or literary work that sums up the art and allows the reader or artist to know if they have interest in the body of work. A good example would be I used to work for a 3 star general and he always had a lot on his plate. I had to summarize everything for him in 3 sentences or less. If he wanted a presentation it had to be less than 3 minutes in full detail. Short, sweet, informative, and to the point. If the artist wants more information then they will invest time into the project.

11. What is "creative discipline? Why is it important? 

Discipline is the instant response to stimuli and creative discipline is the practice of stimulating creativity in a disciplined way. I learned that Lil’ Wayne goes to the studio everyday. He does not do it at night most times. It is part of his daily routine. He makes sure that he stays fresh all of the time. That is creative discipline in his art. A writer should write daily. A photographer should take picture daily.
