Week 5 Assignment

Paula Anderson Turner

Reading Recording Film Connection

1.  Spend some time researching exactly what it is an AD does. What are their responsibilities, why are they so vital to a production? Then write a 2 page paper on the duties of an Assistant Director.

The First Assistant director usually spots the assistant director. The 1st Assistant Director usually has more experience than the assistant director and works almost as a consultant. They hire the necessary staff to make sure the directors vision for the project is obtained and able to be completed.

The first assistant director hires a script supervisor. The shots have to be be invariable in shots like smoking a cigarette. If the actor has smoked like half of the cigarette then, in the name of consistency the 1st AD has to make sure the next shot begins with that half of a cigarette.

The 1st AD is in charge of dangerous special effects and stunts, and with pyrotechnic. To ensure the safe of all personnel involved in the project they check in with SFX coordinator. The stunt coordinator is crucial part of the stunt team and it is the 1st AD job to hire someone is efficient enough to coordinate and get the job done right and safely. All stunts and action scenes have to be safe for the crew and the actor. We all love a good fight scene but, it has to be done safely.

Using animals in a scene can be tricky especially if they are not the typical house animal who are domesticated and trained. The 1st AD has to contact an animal wrangler to move the animals and make sure they are tame and well behaved enough to have human contact and that they respond to command. This is really risky business when working with snakes, bears, tigers, alligators, and other animals than are not the typical animals. You don't want your scene to enter when animals attack.

Craft services and food are necessary on set. Managing the scenes and the time the actors will be on set can help save on the food and craft services. If an actor has only a couple of scenes and will only need to be on set for about an hour to an hour and a half then, it is wise to schedule call time for them so that they will not be on set all day waiting and then have to be responsible for feeding that person all day. So the 1st AD job is similar to a shift manager and 2nd boss that makes everything run smooth during the show.

The second assistant director handles schedules and scripts and keeps everything together. They can foresee what needs to be done and accommodations that need to be made. He/she may tell the production assistant to go and get water or napkins for the actor.

 In normal film budgeting the line is the cost of the director, the cast, the story, and everything that has to be set up before principal photography begins. Below the line production cost are: the locations, the crew, camera rental, and etc. To produce the negative. There are times when people can have their on discretion on views concerning the above the line and below the line costs. The cinematographer like the ASC would like to be above the line but the DP is not as important as such duties as cast and crew.

     The planning phase of a movie can take month and even years sometimes to see it come to fruition. Above the line is a creative term that describes people have influence the project’s creative flow in individuals who influence, guide, and contribute to creative direction, voice and process of a narrative in a film and heir disbursal. Such personnel as actor, screenwriter, casting, director, and producer. 

     Below the line is a term that comes from the top sheet of a budget (motion picture, commercial, television, student film, industrial, and documentary). When referring to the line, the line, is separating the directors, actors, producers, and writers from the crew.

 What are the must-have qualities of a PA? Why are they so important on a film set?

The qualities that a PA has to exude are: punctuality, flexibility, clarity, calmness, professionalism, attentiveness, resourcefulness, bravery, vigilance, and responsibility. PA’s have to be calm and patient , strong attention to detail, have a cheerful attitude, and dress appropriately, able to get the answers, enjoy the job and want to learn.

Kindness goes a long way as a PA and having the ability to multitask is crucial. Agood PA can help things run smooth. There is nothing worse than a stressed out PA that others have to compensate for and cause production to tank or go longer than planned due to disorganization. Production can be light and fun if it is kept stress free. Professionalism and a positive attitude makes them easy to work with and production flows easy. 

