Week 9 Test

Paula Anderson Turner

Reading Recording Film Connection

1.  Describe the basic duties of a DP. Explain the difference between a director of photography and a cinematographer.
Ensuring the highest quality visual image is the basic duty of the DP.  The cinematographer operates the camera and that is the difference in their jobs.
2.  What jobs comprise the director of photography’s crew? What are the duties of each member of his team?
The jobs comprising of the director of photography’s crew is the cinematographer, 1st assistant camera, and the 2nd assistant camera

The jobs of each of the crew are as follows: the cinematographer is the camera operator and he works with the lighting crew to ensure every shot reflects his professional best work. The camera assistants are responsible for building the camera and other equipment such as jibs, slider, tripods and any other equipment needed. 1st AC is the most skilled job on the crew. They are responsible for focusing and refocusing the camera lens as actors move from each frame in a shot. They also manage and maintain camera equipment in a set. The 1st ac is the focus puller. The 2nd ac is the clapper/ loader, they load raw film stock into camera, loading new batteries, changes lenses, operating clapboard and managing the camera paperwork. Gaffers and grips are responsible for lighting and aligning lights and work as electricians.

3. Why is depth perception important when lighting an actor?

Lighting helps to create depth in the background because, the lens can’t do it.

4. What are the three main lights used in cinematography? How are they used together to create "the visual image"?

The 3 main lights used in cinematography are the key light, fill light, and back light. The key light is the primary light used on the actor’s face and has to have the correct point of view. To fill the shadows on the face the fill light is utilized. To provide more depth a back light is utilized. They are used in conjunction to to make sure the picture is shot at the exposure required.

5. What is the difference between tungsten incandescents and HMIs? What is the purpose of each?

Tungstens provide a yellow light and HMI’s provide a blue light and both of these can be utilized for effect to launch moods and themes.

6. What are some of the other tools a director of photography will use to create lighting effects? 

A few tools that a DP may utilize are gels which alter the color of the light, scrims that distribute the light or render patterns. The DP can also reverberate the light using things like reflective foam, shiny pieces of plastic or even mirrors.

What are the different parts of a camera?

The parts of the camera are body, lenses, and body.

Why is "vetting" your DP so important? When vetting him, what characteristics are you looking for? What do you want to avoid?

The vetting of the DP is crucial to ensure the duplicate of styles between the filmmaker and the DP such that the film turns out the way it was visualized. It is also essential to make sure the DP is easy to work with, competent, knowledgeable, and astute.

What is the most important quality of a camera?

The most important quality of a camera is to omit light where it is necessary.

What is a lens and what is its primary purpose?

The lens is a collection of glass elements in assorted shapes affixed in a barrel made of metal or plastic. The particular purpose of the lens is to form a sharp image of an object on the focal plane where the film is situated.

 What is focal length and what does it affect?

Focal length is the measure of how zoomed in your lens is. It affects the focal length measurement tells the photographer what the angle will be. The angle of the view means how wide of an area is visible in the picture. It also conveys the magnification of far away objects in the photo.

 What is controlled by the iris?  

The intensity of light that goes out to the film or darkness and light

 What does the shutter control? 

The quantity of time that light is open to the film.

 In your own words, why is well executed sound important?

Well executed sound makes everything clear to the hearing. Poor sound distracts the viewer from the point of the film. It is easy to follow a film that has good sound control.

 Who generally comprises a sound crew?

The sound crew comprises the mixer, boom operator, and one or two assistants.

 Why does the mixer need to make sure levels are kept within a proper range?

Nothing is worse than struggling to hear and if it is too loud it can sound distorted and background noise can sound magnified and distracting.

 What are the tasks of a sound assistant?

The sound assistant helps prep gear and attends the blocking rehearsal. For each shot, he or she must identify the necessary gear as outlined in the sound mixer’s script breakdown and prep the equipment, verify all elements are in place and operating properly. As directed by the boom operator, the sound assistant may help in placing microphones and running cables, and sees to it that those cables do not hinder the work of other crew members. On grander productions, the sound assistant may be called upon to operate a secondary boom. He or she is also the official noise police; if irrelevant sound is being created that impedes with a take, this person finds the source and handles it promptly and quietly. When moving locations, he or she is responsible for packing the truck and keeping organized.

 What is time code used for?

The director gets to see what previous takes sound and look like with time codes.

