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Breaking Away

Breaking Away is another coming of age film, but with a dose of comedy. The story, written by Steve Tisch, which won ann Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay, follows a group of male teenagers in Bloomington, Indiana. The star of the film is Dave Stoller, played by Dennis Christopher, who after winning a Masi bicycle becomes infatuated with Italian racing and Italian culture. What separates this film from the other coming of age films I’ve watched so far is that it isn’t ambiguous. It doesn’t leave the audience with the wonder of what happened. The audience doesn’t care what happens next because Dave wins the little 500 bicycle race, basically single-handily against the college jocks. This film has some serious moments, but mostly it’s a comedy through and through and it proves true ending with a sense of hope.

Dave and his friends are known as the cutters, a group of townies surrounded by university preps. Each one of the group is trying to find their own way in a small town, but most of them succumb to the realization that they will end up following tradition and working in the stone quarries. However, Dave wants something different for his life, like Benjamin Brodock he whimsically clings to anything that catches his attention. Instead of having a fling with an older women, he becomes infatuated with Italian culture, and mostly bicycling. But when Dave finds out that his Italian heroes aren’t what he expected after they crippled his dreams, he falls into a depression. The only thing that keeps him going is a college girl whom he has fallen for, but the problem is that she believes that he’s an Italian foreign exchange student. Although, with the film being a comedy, of course it has a happy ending with Dave getting the girl and beating the jocks.

I liked Ghost Town and The Graduate for their ambiguous endings, but that worked for them. Breaking Away takes a different approach and thankfully it does because it gives the audience a sense of hope that these kids are going to be alright. Dave is just as lost as Benjamin and Enid, but he’s not as helpless; he has hope and believes that he will find a way. At the end of the film, it doesn’t say whether or not Dave ever left Bloomington, Indiana, or whether or not he became stone-cutter, maybe he did and maybe he didn’t, but it doesn’t matter because he never lost hope.      

