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Werner Herzog just might be the most interesting man in the film industry, maybe the world. Herzog’s philosophy in film is in one word fearless. Herzog believes that his films must stay true to his view of life and he is willing to put his entire body on the line for his vision. He takes guerrilla filmmaking to a whole other level. Guerrilla filmmaking is a technique used mostly by independent filmmakers who go around filming anything and everything they can use, often illegally because they’re on a low budget and can’t afford to waste money on permission. Herzog embodies this technique; he even has his own school based around the idea of guerrilla filmmaking. He takes up to 65 participants and sets them out to a rare location to film movies using whatever they have: guerrilla style. In his film, Burden of Dreams, he takes an in depth look at the making one of his most ambitious projects Fitzcarraldo. In this documentary, he takes a crew and brings them along a journey of how he filmed Fitzcarraldo in the jungles of South America. The director of Burden of Dreams, Les Blank described his experience of filming with Werner Herzog as exhausting. By the last week of production, he was so burnt out that he feared coming out of production “like some Viet Nam veterans, horribly calloused,” writing in his journal a simple and blatant “I’m tired of it all and I couldn’t care less if they move the stupid ship – or finish the fucking film”. Other directors can try to do what Herzog does, but many don’t have the balls to do what he does. Most directors like to be in total control and like to stick to a script, but Herzog loves the unpredictable; he is always on his toes because to him that’s real life, and also because he ate his own shoe.
